{Ireland.) 



VICE TREASURER’S OFFICE. 



RETURN OF THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED IN 
THE VICE TREASURER’S OFFICE. 



IN Obedience to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, dated the 11th day of 
February 1822, for “ Copies or Extracts of so much of the Minutes of the Vicf, Treasurer’s 
<« Office in Ireland, as state the nature and extent of the business transacted therein daily, during 
a the last year, ending the 5th of January 1822; specifying the number and amount of the orders 
“ signed, and by whom ; and also the amount of the salaries of the officers employed therein severally, 
“ and of the incidental expenses of the said office — 

IT is humbly conceived, that the information hereby required of the nature and extent, &c. of the 
business transacted in the Vice Treasurer’s Office, may be satisfactorily afforded, first by the following 
reference to the Act of the Legislature, which prescribes the duties to be performed in that office ; and 
next, by the subsequent detail of practice observed under the authority of this Act, and the orders of 
the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury. 

By the 56th Geo. 3, cb. 98, sec. 4, it is enacted, “ That for the purposes of issuing out of the 
Exchequer of Ireland, all sums which shall be paid into the same, under or by virtue of the several 
Acts which now are, or hereafter may be in force in Ireland for that purpose, or which shall be paid 
into the same out of the general Revenue of the United Kingdom, under the orders of the Com- 
missioners of His Majesty’s Treasury of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, a Vice 
Treasurer shall be appointed. 

By section the 6th of the said Act, it is provided, That no money shall be issued out of the receipt 
of the Exchequer of Ireland, otherwise than by the Vice Treasurer for Ireland, in manner] therein 
provided. 

Whereby it is also provided, that the Vice Treasurer shall ascertain in each case of Issue, that 
there shall be a sufficient authority for such payment under some grant from His Majesty, or under 
some Act or Acts of Parliament in that behalf, and not otherwise ; and that such payments shall not 
exceed the amount authorized under each respective Act, or the annual grants of Parliament, as 
specified in the Appropriation Act of each Session. 

By the 19th sec. of the same Act, the Quarterly Accounts of the Receipts, Issues and Remains of 
the Exchequer of Ireland, are audited, examined and signed by the Vice Treasurer, and certified 
Abstracts of the same are transmitted by him to the Lords of the Treasury. 

By sec. 21 of the same Act, all Issues and Payments of Duties or Taxes as shall have been paid 
into the Exchequer for any local or special purposes, shall be made under warrants from the Vice 
Treasurer to the persons, bodies politic or corporations entitled to receive the same. 

By sec. 23 of same Act, the Vice Treasurer is required to prepare an Account of all Warrants which 
shall have passed through his office within the year, distinguishing the different heads of public 
expenditure ; the same to be laid before each House of Parliament. 

The beforfe recited provisions of said Act point out generally the Business to be transacted in the 
Vice Treasurer’s Office, and which has been performed as hereinafter detailed, together with such 
further dirties as have been ordered by the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury to be discharged there. 

To explain the detail of practice, it may be fit first to state what books are kept in the Office ; they 
consist of a Ledger, a Civil Warrant Day-Book, a Military Warrant Day-Book, a Diary classed under 
the respective heads of public expenditure, same as the Ledger, a Letter Book, and an Index to all, 
papers or letters received in this department. 

72. -All 
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(Ireland.) return or the nature and extent or business 



All warrants, except for appropriated duties, are in the first instance signed by the Lord r . 
and transmitted to the Vice Treasurer. J ““•'Met, 

When a warrant is received by the Vice Treasurer, he first ascertains that it is correctly dra„„ 
next, whether there are sufficient funds in the Exchequer applicable to its discharge. U found I ^ 
rt ,s countersigned by the Vice Treasurer, or his deputy, and then it is entered in the Diary „„d 'T' 
proper head of expend, lure : this book, as briefly as possible, records the date and receipt of the war “ 
also the date when sent for entry in the other office books, and when transmitted to the Audim , ' 
payment. If a military payment, it is then entered in detail in the Military Day-Book ■ and if ? 
payment in the Civil Day-Book ; and these entries are compared with the warrant before it is sJ!',' 1 
the Auditor General : these Day-Books are subsequently posted into the Ledger, and at tile e„j ‘° 
each week the Ledger and Diary are compared, so as completely to detect any clerical error and 
with facility to chsque balances of Parliamentary Grants, or refer to an, payments that have be” 
made, and which may at an, time be necessary. The number of entries signed by the Vic, T 
surer, or his deputy, in the year ending 5 January , See, was ,,153, of which 631 were of a cTvH 
nature, and 53 a of a military nature ; these entries are made very fully, and contain 55 o pages of lar, 
folio paper, exclusive of the Ledger. F ° 01 lar S e 

All warrants for appropriated duties are prepared in the Vice Treasurer's Office, and signed bv Mm 
or his deputy, and then entered in dm Civil Day-Book, and posted into the Ledger, as all othL ' 
meets of this nature. The foregoing forms the course of papers in their progress for payment and' 

X mole? ? "" ” 116 <>thm i“ f 



The amount of issues of a military nature within the last year, \ 
of a civil nature, £.12,732,527. 14*. 3 id. British currency. 



J £.1,562,073. os. io|rf. ; and 



. The V,ce Treas ” rer audits the quarterly accounts, furnished hy the Auditor General, of the reoeiot. 
issues and remains in the Exchequer in each quarter, and signs the same ; this duty is performed bv 
minutely comparing every payment made by the Auditor General within the period of the account 
with the authorities for the same. ’ 

The Vice Treasure, furnishes annually account to both Houses of Parliament, of the total amount 
of all warrants that have passed through his office in each year, in British currency. 

There is also a very considerable correspondence with the Chief Secretary’s Office, with the Auditor 
General, teller of the Exchequer, and Commissioners of Military Account, upon the various changes 
in public establishments, repayments ordered by public accountants, and other matters of a general 
nature, necessary for the information of the Vice Treasurer, to enable him correctly to ascertain and 
control the issue or repayment of public money. 

All these documents are daily recorded and indexed, so as to be easily referred to when necessary. 

Since the consolidation of the two Exchequers, the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury have required, 
from time to tune the Vice Treasurer to execute particular duties of superintendence, in order to 
alter and improve the execution of business in the other departments of the Exchequer in Ireland. 

In the two last years, the Vice Treasurer’s attention has been particularly called by the Government 
to the state of unsettled military accounts from the year 1793, with a view to facilitate the linal audit 
of the same, and to effect this desirable object, a very laborious investigation and examination of 
documents has been requisite, together with a minute comparison, in detail, of accounts between the 
Exchequer and Commissioners of Military Accounts, including all payments made to regiments or 
public accountants since 1793; as also their repayments up to the 5th of January last. This duty has 
been nearly completed by the respective departments, so as that the balances due to, or by the respec- 
tive public accountants up to the latest period, may shortly be reported on by the Vice Treasurer. 

This Department is furnished weekly with the Bank Abstract of Receipts and Payments, and the 
Auditor General and Clerk of tne Pells Abstracts, for the purpose of affording to this office additional 
means of comparison, check, and control. 

This Office is also furnished weekly from the Board of Custom, and Excite, from the Post Office 
and Stamp Office, with Abstracts of the receipts and disbursements of these several branches of the 
Revenue; and from these documents are compiled two weekly Abstracts, which ere signed by the 
Vice Treasurer and transmitted to the Lords of the Treasury ; one is a comparative Abstract showing 
the increase or diminution of tho Gross and Net Produce of the Revenue, under each head of receipt, 
os contested with the same week of the preceding year; the other showing the Gross Receipt of each 
1 ort, District and Department within the week, charges of management, and the amount of payments 
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TRANSACTED IN THE VICE TREASURER’S OFFICE, 




out of the Gross Produce, the Balances in the hands of Collectors, Bills deposited in the Bank, Cash 
in the hands of Receiver General, and the amount of Net Payments into the Treasuiy from each 
branch of Revenue, the whole in British currency. 



The foregoing comprises the general Duties of this Department. 

Amount of Salaries of the Officers employed in the Vice Treasurer’s Office. 



£. s. d. 

Vice Treasurer ------ 2,000 

Deputy Vice Treasurer ----- 800 

First Clerk ------- 369 4 7 i 

Second Clerk ------- 230 15 

Third Clerk ------- no 15 41 

Total Amount of Officers Salaries - £.3,510 15 4 \ 
Incidental Expenses - 613 8 9 f 

£.4,124 4 2J 



£.4,124 4 
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